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« The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 27 September 2001 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-42 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-42 is/are rejected. 

7) E3 Claim(s) 11 and 32 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 27 September 2001 is/are: a)D accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)D All b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

1 ) I3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 



2) O Notice of DraftspersorVs Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) d Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) O Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) O Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326(Rev. 04-01) 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . This application has been filed with informal drawings, which are acceptable for 
examination purposes only. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 11 and 32 are objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c), as being of improper 
dependent form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. 
Applicant is required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) 
in proper dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. Claims 11 and 
32 recite a "processing means for allowing a further manufacturing facility to join the 
exchange." However, Claims 1 and 22 already recite an exchange that comprises "a 
plurality of manufacturing facilities." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
(e) the invention was described in- 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States 
before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the 
treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effect under this subsection of a national application 
published under section 122(b) only if the international application designating the United States was 
published under Article 21(2)(a) of such treaty in the English language; or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United 
States for the purposes of this subsection based on the filing of an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a). 

4. Claims 1-19, 21-40 and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly 
by anticipated by Wong U.S. Patent No. 6,115,690. Wong discloses a data processing 
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system and method for managing an exchange between an entity specifying a 
manufacturing task and a plurality of manufacturing facilities, the data processing 
system comprising: first processing means for determining parameters of the 
manufacturing task (col. 4 lines 36-37, col. 5 lines 54-68, col. 12 lines 8-12, col. 12 lines 
53-67, col. 13 lines 9-17); second processing means for calculating an estimated cost 
(col. 4 lines 26-29) of completing the manufacturing task and an estimated delivery 
schedule (col. 29 lines 1-5) for a product of the manufacturing task on the basis of the 
parameters of the manufacturing task; and third processing means for monitoring the 
progress of at least the specified manufacturing task (col. 16 lines 22-31); 

comprising fourth processing means operable to monitor the capabilities and 
manufacturing schedules of at least some of the manufacturing facilities in real time 
(col. 17 lines 17-20); 

comprising fifth processing means operable to provide on-line maintenance and 
support for the manufacturing task; wherein the on-line maintenance and support 
include at least one of: emergency support; technical support; training; supply of spare 
parts; supply of software; and correction of software (col. 6 lines 36-55, col. 14 lines 6- 
11, col. 15 lines 30-53, col. 28 lines 31-41); 

comprising sixth processing means operable to generate output relating to the 
progress of the manufacturing task (col. 16 lines 22-31, col. 17 lines 17-20); 

further comprising storage means for storing information relating to each of the 
manufacturing facilities; wherein the stored information relating to each of the 
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manufacturing facilities includes past performance of the manufacturing facilities (col. 13 
lines 18-21, col. 15 lines 14-29); 

further comprising seventh processing means for receiving data specifying the 
manufacturing task from the entity and for analyzing the data to determine the 
parameters of the manufacturing task (col. 13 lines 22-35); 

wherein the parameters include at least one of: a material from which an item is 
to be made; the dimensions of the item; the function of the item; identification of a 
component to be included in the item, identification of tools required to produce the 
item; insurance requirements; warehousing requirements; identification of an existing 
machine with which the item must operate; details of software that must be created or 
customized for use with the item; identification of spare parts to be manufactured for 
use with the item; details of on-line maintenance and support required for the item; 
identification of software to be used in the production of the item; and which of the 
manufacturing facilities may be used in production of the item (col. 13 lines 22-35, col. 
28 lines 31-41); 

wherein the exchange is managed between the entity specifying a manufacturing 
task, the plurality of manufacturing facilities, and at least one of: a supplier of materials; 
a supplier of machinery; a licensor of software; a provider of software; a supplier of 
spare parts; a supplier of warehousing facilities; a supplier of transport services; a 
supplier of banking services; and a supplier of insurance services (col. 5 lines 54-67, 
col. 31 lines 40-51); 



Application/Control Number: 09/966,906 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2125 

further comprising eighth processing means for allowing a further manufacturing 
facility to join the exchange (col. 5 lines 54-67, col. 12 lines 53-67); 

further comprising ninth processing means for planning a set of manufacturing 
steps that are required to perform the manufacturing task (inherent in col. 4 line 36, col. 
5 line 59, and col. 12 line 12); 

further comprising tenth processing means for communicating with a selected 
supplier of materials and requesting the delivery of materials to a selected 
manufacturing facility (col. 5 lines 54-67, col. 12 line 12, col. 31 lines 40-51); 

further comprising eleventh processing means for providing computer-aided 
design facilities, computer-aided manufacturing facilities or computer-aided engineering 
facilities to the entity to allow the entity to further specify the manufacturing task (col. 5 
line 59 and col. 5 lines 64-67); 

wherein the data processing system is located on a server connected to a 
network; wherein the data processing system communicates with the entity and with 
each of the manufacturing facilities over the network; wherein the network is the Internet 
(col. 4 lines 12-16); 

wherein the first, second and third processing means are the same processing 
means (col. 5 lines 54-67); 

comprising means to allocate manufacturing tasks specified by entities 
associated with each of the data processing systems to manufacturing facilities 
associated with others of the data processing systems (col. 4 lines 36-37, col. 5 lines 
54-68, col. 12 lines 8-12, col. 12 lines 53-67, col. 13 lines 9-17); 
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wherein the allocation of manufacturing tasks among the manufacturing facilities 
associated with others of the data processing systems is based upon parameters of the 
manufacturing task (col. 13 lines 9-59). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 20 and 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Wong as applied to claims 19 and 40 above, and further in view of Wiesehuegel et 
al. U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0065760 At Wong does not 
specifically disclose that the allocation of manufacturing tasks among the manufacturing 
facilities associated with others of the data processing systems is based upon the 
geographical location of the manufacturing facilities. However, Wiesehuegel et al. 
discloses a virtual design module wherein the allocation of manufacturing tasks among 
manufacturing facilities is based upon the geographical location of the manufacturing 
facilities (paragraphs [0019] and [0022]). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Wong with 
Wiesehuegel et al. since Wiesehuegel et al. teaches that a particular broker may only 
have rights to purchase products or services in a given geographical zone because of 
regulatory or export controls. 
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Conclusion 



7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Bhaskaran et al. U.S. Patent No. 6,157,915 discloses a method and apparatus 
for collaboratively managing supply chains. 

Hocaoglu et al. U.S. Patent No. 6,249,714 discloses a virtual design module. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ryan A. Jarrett whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
4739. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Leo Picard can be reached on (703) 308-0538. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 746-7239 for 
regular communications and (703) 746-7238 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 



3900. 




raj 

February 20, 2003 



LEO PICARD 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 



